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Newsletter of the 
Friends of the Frances T. Bourne Jacaranda Public Library

4143 Woodmere Park Boulevard
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Judy Evenson, President 

This is the season for good cheer and a Happy 
New Year.  My top priority for this new year is increas-
ing our membership and retaining the loyal members 
that we have.  Our yearly membership dues are very 
small, but are extremely important  to help support the 
library. They are up for renewal now, as our ýscal year 
starts on January 1. Your participation is important 
and we need your input. The best way to be heard, 
is to join the FRIENDS and become involved with the 
activities of the Board of Directors.  Your membership 
form is included on the back page of this newsletter. 
Please ýll it out and mail or bring it to the Book Shop. 
This year, 2012, marks the 20th anniversary of the 
founding of the FRIENDS of the Jacaranda Public 
Library by Frances T. Bourne. 
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Who is Frances T. Bourne? That was the subject 
of Lee Buckner’s (Jacaranda’s First Head Librarian) 
address at the rededication of the Jacaranda Library 
in 1995, when it was renamed the Frances T. Bourne 
Jacaranda Public Library. Frances T.(T stands for 
Taplin, her mother’s maiden name) Bourne was a 
graduate of Bryn Mawr, former archivist at the U.S. 
State Department and after retiring to Florida in 1976, 

became an advocate for children’s education and 
advancing local libraries. She was tough, courageous, 
tenacious and dedicated to creating the Jacaranda 
Library, tirelessly working with the county commission-
ers to insure that they fulýlled the need for a library for 
residents of East and South Venice. 

She founded the FRIENDS of the Jacaranda Pub-
lic Library in June of 1992, long before the ýrst shovel 
of dirt was dug. She insisted that the new library would 
be a separate branch in the county system and not 
a branch of the Venice Library. The county set aside 
the monies to construct and provide basic equipment 
and books. The FRIENDS dedicated themselves to 
raising $200,000 to provide computers, books, furni-
ture, programming and many other extras that went 
into literally creating a ýrst class facility from scratch. 
FRIENDS volunteers, like Dick and Jane Forbush 
and many others, not only helped raise the funds, but 
built shelves and other equipment and helped stock 
the shelves with books in time for the ofýcial dedica-
tion January 25, 1994.

Frances served as the ýrst President of the 
FRIENDS Board and the ýrst editor of the FRIENDS 
newsletter. She also created an endowment fund, the 
Frances T. Bourne/Jacaranda Library Endowment 
Fund of the Community Foundation, to insure the 
continuation of funds to be used for enhancing the 
library. That is who Frances T. Bourne was . . . the 
prime force behind the creation of the Jacaranda Pub-
lic Library and a great lady!
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Greg Carlson

The Friends of the Jacaranda Public Library, 
Inc., a non-proýt organization, encourages you to 
consider a bequest, planned giving option or other 
ýnancial gifts to help support The Friends Organi-
zation. For additional information, contact Library 
Manager, Greg Carlson at 941 861-1277

Here’s to a happy, prosperous, and safe 2012. 
Resolve to celebrate book culture—on an e-reader or 
via the printed page—with your friends and neighbors 
at the library. Click on the “calendar/programs” link 
in the left margin menu at sclibs.net to search for 
book discussion group meeting schedules.

The late British actor Robert Morley once said: “I 
donôt work; I merely inþict myself upon the public.ò In 
a less irreverent spirit I wish to ñinþictò on you selected 
favorite books from the last 12 months, along with 
their library call numbers (in bold). Perhaps you will 
ýnd them stimulating as well.

How to Write a Sentence by Stanley Fish. 808.042 
FIS

Blood, Bones & Butter: The Inadvertent Education 
of a Reluctant Chef by Gabrielle Hamilton. HAMIL-
TOM H

The Emigrants by W. G. Sebald. SEBALD
The Inþuencing Machine: Brooke Gladstone on the 

Media by Brooke Gladstone. 302.23 GLA
Pedro and Me: Friendship, Loss, and What I 

Learned by Judd Winick. 362.19697 WIN

Want to access more staff recommendations? 
Subscribe to the Sarasota County Library System’s 
monthly newsletter, Selections, and new issues will 
be sent automatically to your e-mail account. Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/c75jq6t

For the Jacaranda FRIENDS annual meeting each 
year I prepare an annual report. 2011 was no excep-
tion; however, due to my extended leave in the fall 
delivery of the document will be delayed. I can share 
the following conclusion with you now as a down 
payment. The entire ýnal report will soon post to the 
Jacaranda FRIENDS section of sclibs.net. 

Frances T. Bourne Jacaranda Public Library may 
best be characterized as a verb. Every day, customers 
depend on us for access to print materials, stimulat-
ing programming, community information and referral, 
meeting space, assistance with  a bewildering array of 
digital gadgets, help ýnding a job, help ýnding purpose 
in retirement, and so much more. 

It takes sustained effort and energy to meet these 
challenges. Employees and volunteers turn to the 
FRIENDS for support, and the FRIENDS organization 
responds. We are grateful for your unselýsh donation 
of time and talents, which are sometimes invisible to 
the public that beneýts. It is my wish that the demon-
strable good you perform translates into the member-
ship groundswell we all desire. Certainly, the commu-
nity must know that for a library in need, the Friends 
organization is a friend, indeed.

Thank you for your FRIENDS of the Jacaranda 
Library membership and support. Resolve in 2012 to 
recruit a new member, or two, or three…

Join us in the year long celebration of the found-
ing of the FRIENDS of Jacaranda Public Library. 
Become a member, or volunteer, or donate books or 
funds to the FRIENDS. Help us honor the memory of 
our founder, Frances T. Bourne.

Frances T. Bourne
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Angie Hunek, Circulation Supervisor
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If you are interested in volunteering in 2012 at our 

Jacaranda Library, please contact Susie Bogutski 
at 861-1269.  We have opportunities to assist staff in 
our Circulation, Youth Departments, Information 
Services, and the Friends’ Book Shop.  

[EVQ KSSH1F]I
Volunteer, Bob Lang will be leaving the Jacaranda 

Library to volunteer at the Venice Regional Hospi-
tal. He will be missed!  Good luck Bob!

HMWTPE] XEFPIW
As a result of our successful White Elephant Sale 

held on May 14, we have chosen to purchase three 
display tables to enhance the library.  Having three 
tiers, the tables will display items, from staff picks to 
displays promoting current or future programs. They 
are a wonderful addition to our facility! Thank you 
FRIENDS for all your help!
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The library will be closed on Monday, January 16 

and will reopen Tuesday, January 17 at 10:00 a.m.

TVIWMHIRXùW HE]
The library will be closed on Monday, February 20 

and will reopen Tuesday, February 21 at 10:00 a.m.

Jacaranda Library Christmas Tree
donated bt TARGET

Jacaranda Christmas Tree donated by Target
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TUES. WED. THURS.Å 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

MON. FRI. SAT.Å 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

JVMIRHW FSSO WLST LSYVW
MON.-SAT. Å 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Jacaranda Library Å 861-1260 
Reference Desk Å 861-1270 

Youth Desk Å 861-1275
Friends Book Shop Å 861-1283 

WEBSITE
1. Go to www.sclibs.net

2. Click on “Friends” on right side of page
3. Click on “Jacaranda” and then

“Jacaranda Newsletter” to read or print 
our newsletter




