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                    The History of my family is full of epic tales of survival, war, and the American dream. My families presence in America starts humbly on my grandmothers side with my great grandfather forsaking the familiar lands My great grandfathers name was Franciszek Stec or Frank Stec as he would later be called in and people of the old country (Poland) for a new start in the promising land of opportunity (America). America. He was born in Galicia on November 1 1891.  Due to economic hardships that were sweeping thorough Poland at that time my great grandfather (who was only 19) packed his things and set of for America on the Kronorinzessin Cecilie (the ship he was on). As told by my grandmother my great grandfather had straight hair when he left his homeland, but after the long sea journey the salt air turns his hair curly and it stayed that way until the day he died.  He worked diligently for many years to achieve the American dream.

                   During the prohibition my great grandmothers mother ran an underground saloon and rented out rooms. My great grandmother, Julia Augustine helped with cleaning and different odd jobs. The prohibition was a period in time when the U.S. government put a ban on all alcoholic beverages. Although it only ended up creating large criminal enterprises such as the mob. Julia was only 20 when luckily chanced upon my great grandfather at the saloon. They immediately fell deeply in love with each other.   They were married a year later he was 32 and she was 21. They had 5 children including my grandmother Clara. My great grandmother in an act of kindness offered to pay for their home as long as they payed her back. My great grandfather did this by using one of the only productive industries of the time bootlegging. He would sell the bootlegged alcohol to my great great grandmother to pay off the home she had purchased for them. Luckily he was never caught this was in part due to his ingenious smuggling tactic. He would place the banned alcohol under groceries in a bag and carry them the 5 block to his mother-in-laws home. The ingenious part of this plan was taking his daughter Clara with him to make him look less inconspicuous. Who would stop and search a father walking with his daughter. The prohibition ended in1933 and Clara grew up quickly. She had many jobs including assembly worker during world war 2, secretary, and most important mother of 5. Clara met her husband at her friends wedding. His name was Alfred Konopka and he was a kind, caring man who always did the right thing no matter what. He had served in world war 2 as a tank radio operator. M y Grandfather fought in such locations as France and Poland. Also he had personally witnessed the horrors of the holocaust in which 11 million people were killed.  During one event he managed to save himself and the hole tank crew by fooling the Germans into believing that they were about to attack the whole American army when really they just faced my grandfathers tank. Another war story is when my grandfather was entrenched and being attacked by the Germans. The Germans were retreating and my grandfather had a perfect shot at one of them but he couldn’t bring himself to fire. When his commanding officer asked why he hadn’t shot he replied “ I just couldn’t bring myself to kill another man who might have a family”. After the war ended he came back to America married my grandmother and had 5 children including my mother. While down in florida on vacation my mother met my dad on a fairy to Don Pedro Island. After 1 year they were married and had my brother and I. 

                   As for my grandfathers side the history go’s back a lot farther.  It starts in Poland in the 1800's with Jozef Konopka (Konopka 1). Jozef was forced in the Austrian army and due to his promising abilities was listed in the Polish Dragon regiment in Pilzno Poland (Konopka 1). During the Hungarian revolution against Austria many Polish soldiers fled the Austrian army to join the revolting Hungarian Jozef was one of them (Konopka 1). He was commanded by General Jozef Bem who was a famous Polish General (Konopka 1). The uprising which was led by Layos Kossuth was victorious but at a price Jozef was killed fighting for liberation (Konopka 1). He died at the age of 25 in 1849 he left one son Franciszek Konopka who was born in 1847 (Konopka 1). It is unknown if Jozef ever got to see his son (Konopka 1). Jozefs wife Katherina died in 1850 (Konopka 1). 

                      Franciszek was alone and an orphan but not for long the countess Felixa Niedzielska took Franciszek as a foster child (Konopka 1). This was due to his fathers heroic deeds (Konopka 1). A countess is polish nobility. Under the care of the countess Franciszek received excellent education learning both German and Italian (Konopka 2) . He was also noted for his exceptional penmanship  (Konopka 2). During the Russian occupation of Poland Franciszek attempted to join a uprising but was too young which was a good thing for the uprising failed (Konopka 2). Shortly after this the countess died and left Franciszek with a large sum of money  (Konopka 2). Franciszek then joined the army and after serving his term started a farm (Konopka 2). He then married Dorota Rzonca and had three children (Konopka 2). Due to the incitement funds from the farm Franciszek was forced to open a shoe making shop (Konopka 2). The shoe shop did extraordinary well allowing Franciszek to send his children to school  (Konopka 2). In 1886 Franciszeks wife became sick and died (Konopka 2). Franciszeks two sons later decided to head to America but to pay for this Franciszek had to mortgage the home (Konopka 2). Both of his sons Wincenty and Jan became successful in America (Konopka 2). Thus the Konopka family made it to America.                                                                                                                                                               
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