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Although my lineage can be traced by following family names such as Walton, Zimbro, Fitzgerald, Stobaugh, Holtzman or Lane, I have chosen to write about the Canfield family because it is the one for which I have the most complete information.  

My paternal grandfather’s mother was Inez Juanita Canfield and she was born September 3, 1915 in Randolph County, West Virginia.  The Canfields are descendants from William de Camville of Castle De’Olonde, erected in 1050 in Camville, Normandy, France.  His son, Sir Richard de Camville went to England with William the Conqueror in 1066 and was granted land in many shires (counties).  

The American branch of the Canfield family came from the Northamptonshire family.  The name de Camville was changed to Camfield sometime between 1190 and 1552.  Matthew Camfield was one of the first to come to America and settled first in New Haven, Connecticut.  He later moved to Newark, New Jersey.  Matthew is the ancestor of the Canfields in Randolph County, Virginia, now West Virginia.
There are many places in England named Camfield, or Canfield.  There are several places in the United States and in Canada that are named Canfield.  In Norwalk, Connecticut there is Camfield Island and Camfield Creek.  These properties were originally granted to Matthew Camfield.  The correct spelling of the name has long been a controversy among different branches of the family.  The different spellings are blamed on the lawyers or recorders and their way of spelling, which was probably by sound.

I am the 13th generation of Matthew Camfield.  

1) Matthew, 1604

2) Samuel
, 1645

3) Jedediah, Sr., 1681

4) Jedediah, Jr., 1736

5) Daniel, 1757

6) Amos N., 1794

7) Amos Jesse, 1832

8) Nathaniel Jackson, 1852

9) Arvia Lee, 1882

10) Inez Juanita Canfield, 1915

11) Bryan Lee Walton, 1936

12) John Bryan Walton, 1957

13) Lee John Walton, 1990

Matthew Camfield was born in 1604.  He came from Harleston, Northamptonshire, England and settled in New Haven Colony, Connecticut. In 1638, the ship Hector brought British colonists into what is now New Haven Harbor. As Puritans, they didn’t like the laws of the Church of England and the businessmen didn’t like the high taxes. Matthew’s family came for the religious freedom, and America had limitless natural resources. They were provided and opportunity to trade and prosper with little restrictions. The first settlers in New Haven were bound by an agreement called an “Oath of Fidelity”.  Matthew Camfield’s signature is the last signature on the agreement, providing historical documentation and evidence that Matthew lived in New Haven in the 1640’s. It was signed July 1, 1644.  He moved to Norwalk, Connecticut in 1652 and lived there for 14 years.  He was one of the patentees in the charter of Connecticut colony.  He was a man of great distinction in that town and in the colony of Connecticut.  He represented the town of Norwalk in the General Court from 1654 until 1666, during which period the court assigned him many duties.  He proved wills, made inventories, distributed estates interstate.  In 1658 he collected customs on all wines and liquors which landed in the port of Norwalk, except those that were for transportation.   In 1654, his property was valued at 283 pounds and 10 shillings which equaled that of the richest estate in the town of Norwalk.  He married Sarah Treat in 1643 and they had nine children.  
Matthew eventually became dissatisfied with the union of the New Haven, Connecticut colony so he and the families of forty other men formed the first colony that moved from Connecticut to the site of the city of Newark, New Jersey in 1666.  He maintained the respect and the esteem of his associates, and was constantly chosen to fill positions of responsibility and honor.  He was a judge, an assessor, and an officer of the cavalry.  

His home lot in Newark was on the northwest corner of Washington and Market streets.  It extended “fifteen chains along Washington Street and four chains along Market Street.” (One acre is 10 square chains, and one chain equals 66 feet). His will, which is dated March 10, 1672 and proven in June 1673, is on file in the office of the secretary of state in Trenton, New Jersey.  His will included property, cash and his oxen.  The children were never to sell any of his land or meadows to pay any debts.  
One hundred years later. . .

The men of the second and third generations of Matthew Camfield were graziers – farmers that had cattle that grazed.  Daniel Canfield was born in 1757 in New York State.  He was a private in the Revolutionary War and served for 16 months.  Daniel and his wife Elizabeth were early pioneers of Randolph County, Virginia, which was formed in 1786.    There were no roads or wagons at that point in time in Randolph County, instead there were bridle paths.  They moved all of their possessions by horseback, mule pack or just carried them.  
Daniel was a farmer and a constable.  Some of the crimes at that time included hog stealing and horse stealing.  Horse stealing was the greater offense.  Convicted horse thieves were put to death, and they were forbidden spiritual advice.  The law of Virginia at that time required every county to have a courthouse, jail, pillory, whipping post, stocks and a ducking stool.  The severe laws came from England and were enacted in the colony of Virginia, before the Revolutionary War.  
When Daniel came to Randolph County it was very good for hunting.  There was elk, buffalo, wolves, and panthers and there was also the scare of Indians.  In 1806, Daniel helped organize the first Baptist church in the vicinity of Elkins, Virginia (now West Virginia).  They had previously met in homes until the church was built.  It was made of hewn logs, with a high pulpit and a gallery for slaves of the members.  The men and women of the church feared God and loved to keep His Commandments.  They had a desire to assemble together and praise and honor god.  Daniel died in Lewis County in 1832.  

One hundred and fifty years later. . .

My grandfather, Bryan Lee Walton was born and raised in West Virginia.  He was the oldest child in a family of two brothers and three sisters.  He met my grandmother, Elsie Zimbro, who was born in Virginia.  In 1956 they moved from Virginia to the Englewood area.  They came with my great grandmother’s brother Denzil Canfield and his wife Betty.  My grandparents, Inez (Canfield) and Bryan John Walton came soon after with the younger children, Benjamin, Donald, Eleanor, and Karen (Erma stayed in the Virginia area).  They all settled in the Placida area.  They purchased property and built their own homes.  The reason they came to this area was to find work.  My grandfather got a job working for William Hyde plumbing and worked there for 25 years.  My grandparents now live in the home that was built by my great grandparents on Truman St..  There are approximately 32 relatives who are direct descendants of the Walton/Canfield family who now live in the Englewood area.  
While researching for this project I used www.familysearch.com; the Ancestry Plus database at Elsie Quirk Library, and Canfield Family History (Canfields (1637-1978) New Jersey to West Virginia, (Book 142), compiled by Hallie Canfield Kyle, published by McClain Printing Co., Parsons, West Virginia, copyright 1979.

My grandmother, Elsie Walton, also provided oral family history.

While working on the research for this essay, my mother updated our Family History using Family Tree Maker, and there are now over 1700 names.  
